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Before the 1934 Production Code, films represented far more explicitly violence

and sexual content. While local and state-based censorship codes existed, there

wasn't a national code of ethics. 1930-1934 witnessed the rise of gangster films,

gold-digger tales, and raunchy Mae West comedies.
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The 1934 Production Code imposed a national standard by which movies had to

adhere. Restrictions were focused on curbing violent and sexual material. Under

the management of Joseph Breen, the Production Code was notorious strict

between 1934 and 1954.


